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Vision

To make the Arctic a favorable place to do business.

Mission

To facilitate sustainable Arctic economic and business development.

The Five Overarching Themes – Core of the AEC’s work:
The five overarching themes form the backbone of the AEC’s actions.
They were identified by the circumpolar business community.
i.

Fostering strong market connections
within the Arctic as a vital part of
international value chains

iv.

Facilitating knowledge and data
exchange between industry and
academia

ii.

Encouraging public-private partnerships
for infrastructure Investments

v.

iii.

Promoting stable and predictable
regulatory frameworks

Embracing traditional indigenous
knowledge, stewardship and small
business

Fostering Circumpolar Business
The AEC’s member representation includes a
diverse collection of business industries that
operate in the Arctic – from mining to energy
and shipping companies to telecommunication
and indigenous economic development corpo
rations. The AEC is open to members from
the Arctic and outside the Arctic. This mix of
interests ensures that our work is carried out
in an inclusive and sustainable manner for the
betterment of the Arctic communities that we
represent.
The establishment of the Arctic Economic
Council was facilitated by the Arctic Council
during the 2013-2015 Canadian chairmanship.
The AEC is an independent organization created
to facilitate Arctic business-to-business activities
and responsible economic development. Thro
ugh the sharing of best practices, standards

and innovative Arctic Solutions the AEC is the
primary forum for interaction between the Arctic
Council and the wider circumpolar and nonArctic communities. The AEC has five Working
Groups: Maritime Transportation, Responsible
Resource Development, Connectivity, Invest
ments & Infrastructure, and Energy.
Businesses are what drives economic develop
ment throughout the circumpolar region
but operating in the Arctic presents unique
challenges compared to other areas of the
world. Since its inception, the AEC has worked
to ensure that relevant information is collected,
disseminated and acted upon to ease and
enhance business-to-business connection that
promote responsible Arctic investment and
growth.

www.arcticeconomiccouncil.com
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Working Groups
The Arctic Economic Council’s Investments & Infrastructure Working Group
focuses on creating guidelines that aim for responsible investments and
stimulating economic growth in the Arctic region. The goal of these guidelines is
to provide information on who to consult when investing in a specific field and/
or region in the Arctic. These guidelines are formed by the Arctic businesses, the
local people and communities with the participation of financial institutions.

The Arctic Economic Council’s Energy Working Group focuses on gathering
information on future global energy needs, availability of resources and the
opportunities and challenges associated with the use of Arctic energy resources.
The objective of the Energy Working Group is to provide balanced information to
key stakeholders.

The Arctic Economic Council’s Responsible Resource Development Working
Group is focused on providing the necessary framework for responsible resource
exploration and development in the Arctic.

The Arctic Economic Council’s Connectivity Working Group seeks the solutions
to connect even the most remote parts of the Arctic to the world to stimulate the
economic growth. There is a need for improved connectivity to meet user needs,
and Arctic conditions impose significant barriers to achieving that goal. Solutions
are sought through collaboration with the members and stakeholders on national
and international level.

The Arctic Economic Council’s Maritime Transportation Working Group
focuses on gathering and exchanging available information on national and
international Arctic maritime traffic, related regulation, development and status
of hydrographic mapping.
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The AEC Secretariat Year in Events:

The Arctic Economic Council was involved in several events
during the Arctic Frontiers Conference
JANUARY 2018
Photo left: AEC
Photo right: Alberto Grohovaz, Arctic Frontiers
The Arctic Economic Council and the Nordic Council of
Ministers presented their report “Arctic Business Analysis” at
a joint side event. The report aims at qualifying the current
knowledge on the business environment in the Arctic.
The main conclusions of the report:
• To increase collection and dissemination of
Arctic-specific data,
• Increase cross-border collaboration
• To brand the Arctic region to utilize opportunities.
You can find the presentation here https://
arcticeconomiccouncil.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/
ABA-Launch.pdf

Chairman Tero Vauraste spoke at the first Arctic Frontiers
plenary session, “State of the Arctic”. He was joined among
others by Ms. Ine Eriksen Søreide, Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Norway. In his remarks, Vauraste emphasised the need for
increased connectivity and market access and
infrastructure in the Arctic.
One of the topics up for discussion during Arctic Frontiers
Business was “Financing the Arctic – is the Arctic
investable?” Director of the Arctic Economic Council
Secretariat, Anu Fredrikson spoke of the need for global
connections and openness in Arctic business development.
The need for a code of Arctic business ethics was also
highlighted as a prerequisite to make the Arctic investable.
The AEC follows up the work of the World Economic
Forum’s Arctic Investment Protocol to develop guidelines
for responsible Arctic business.

The findings in the report were presented by Anu Fredrikson,
the Director of the Arctic Economic Council Secretariat.
One of the recommendations in the Arctic Business Analysis
launched at Arctic Frontiers was joint branding of the Arctic
as an attractive area for investments.

Download the presentation
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APRIL 2018

MAY 2018

AEC Governance Committee Meeting
Helsinki, Finland
Photo: Arché Photography

Arctic Economic Council Annual Meeting
Kiruna, Sweden
Photo: AEC

The third consecutive AEC Governance Committee meeting
was held in Helsinki, Finland hosted by AEC Finland and Arctia
Ltd. The meeting was the first AEC event taking place in Finland
during the Finnish business community’s chairmanship. The
AEC Governance Committee comprises of one business
representative from each of the Arctic states and permanent
participant organizations.

The 2018 Annual Meeting was held in Kiruna, Sweden and
graciously hosted by LKAB. The Annual Meeting approved a
new strategic plan for the years 2019-2021. The new strategy
underlines the AEC’s wish to link the Arctic value chains even
closer to the global value chains.

While in Helsinki, the Governance Committee had the
opportunity to meet with several representatives from Finnish
businesses. In the discussions, business development in
the Arctic and the removal of trade barriers was high on the
agenda.
The Governance Committee meeting included a roundtable
discussion on trade barriers in the Arctic. The AEC
representatives were joined by representatives of Finnish
businesses.

Ms. Kjerstin Skeidsvoll Lange, AEC’s representative in
group working on “Good Practice Recommendations for
Environmental Impact Assessment and Public Participation
in the Arctic” arranged a workshop for the members to
receiveinput and Arctic businesses’ perspectives.
Mr. Rolf Rødven from, the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment
Programme presented (AMAP) their work and discussed
potential cooperation with AEC.
In addition to the formal meeting and discussions on internal
affairs, the AEC’s members also had an opportunity to discuss
Arctic business development, collaboration opportunities with
other stakeholders, as well as acquaint themselves with the
development in Northern Sweden.
Before the start of the 2018 Annual Meeting, the AEC Executive
Committee participated in a roundtable discussion hosted
by the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs inStockholm.
Together with Swedish stakeholders they discussed Arctic
business opportunities, issues related to connectivity, mining,
energy, investments, infrastructure and maritime sector. The
AEC members also had the opportunity to visit the Ericsson
Test Lab in Stockholm.
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JUNE 2018
3rd Top of the World Arctic Broadband Summit
Hokkaido, Japan
Photo: Roussel Gould, AEC
On June 27-28, 2018 the 3rd AEC Top of the World Arctic
Broadband Summit took place in Sapporo, Japan. Over two
days more than 20 speakers and 100 participants from
10 different countries gathered in Hokkaido. The Summit
included panel sessions and discussions with experts from
across the globe, networking opportunities and site visits
to exciting Hokkaido-based companies working in the field
ofconnectivity solutions and IT.
The Top of the World Arctic Broadband Summit was
organized for the third time in 2018. Taking the third TOW
Summit to Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan moved the discussions
on connectivity further, also emphasizing that the Arctic
is a region of commercial opportunity. Fostering market
connections within the Arctic and between the Arctic and the
global value chains is at the core of the AEC’s work. The 2018
TOW Summit in Sapporo provided anopportunity to underline
that the Arctic business community is also interested in
creating closer ties to stakeholders south of our region.
The discussions at the 2018 TOW Summit built upon the
themes of the previous TOW Summit. The Arctic has a
geographic advantage: uniting 3 continents, it provides the
shortest link for data cables. The planned subsea cables
can become a game changernot just for the region, but also
globally. By connecting the representatives of the major
subsea cable projects being planned across the Arctic with
representatives of the Hokkaido tech environment, the event
provided an opportunity to business networking and new
connections with potential business partners. As a potential
landing site for subsea cables built along the North-East and

North-West passages, Hokkaido has a strategic location.
According to an estimate, data centers alone accounted for 7%
of electricity usage in the world in 2017. Data center building is
forecasted to triple in the next 3 years, making the industry by
far the single biggest user of electricity. The carbon footprint
which follows is growing alarmingly. Hence the 2018 TOW
Summit focused on the potential of the Arctic as a location for
the data center industry. With abundance of energy and cold
climate, the Arctic could potentially contribute to solving the
increased demand for energy while simultaneously providing
a less polluting means to drive the industry.
The third major theme of the 2018 TOW Summit focused on
connectivity at Arctic seas. As commercial shipping activities
in the Arctic are increasing, there is also an increased need for
connectivity and situational awareness.
The 2018 TOW Summit was organized in collaboration with
the Hokkaido Government, the Hokkaido Committee for
Economic Development as well as the Hokkaido University.
The AEC is grateful to the Nordic Council of Ministers for
project support for the 2018 TOW Summit.
Read more about the TOW Summits here.
https://arcticeconomiccouncil.com/program-andpresentationsfrom-the-top-of-the-world-arctic-broadbandsummit/.
Download the presentations
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AUGUST 2018
ONS
Stavanger, Norway
Photo: AEC
In august 2018 the AEC and Arctic Frontiers arranged a side
event in conjunction with the ONS fair in Stavanger, Norway.
A group of experts gathered for an interactive discussion on
new opportunities related to energy in the Arctic. The event
started with an outlook on the global energy demand. It was
followed by a panel discussion featuring expertise from both
fossil energy development, renewables as well as carbon
capture and storage (CCS). Experiences from both fossil
and renewable energy sector highlight dialogue with local
stakeholders as a key element for successful operations in
the Arctic.

Photo: Natsuhiko Otsuka

Read more at out website
https://arcticeconomiccouncil.com/aec-and-arctic-frontiersbring-arcticenergy-to-ons/

Download the presentations

Photo: AEC
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OCTOBER 2018
2018 Arctic Business Summit
Reykjavik, Iceland
Photo: Arctic Business Summit
The Arctic Business Summit was organized for the 4th time
and gathered 26 business executives in Reykjavik. The summit
was organized by the Norwegian Shipowners’ Association and
the AEC. The Arctic Business Summit provides an international
meeting place for business executives representing different
industries operating in or with an interest in the Arctic.

Arctic Circle
The AEC took also part in the Arctic Circle conference. The
AEC was represented in seven different plenary and breakout
sessions by Chair Tero Vauraste, AEC Vice Chair Heidar
Gudjonsson and the AEC Director Mrs. Anu Fredrikson.
Mr. Heidar Gudjonsson and the AEC Director Mrs. Anu
Fredrikson Mr. Heidar Gudjonsson also provided a report from
the Arctic Business Summit during a plennary session of the
Arctic Circle assmembly.

The main topics covered by teh keynote speakers focused
on freedom of trade, profitable, responsible and sustainable
development for both the businesses and local communities
in the Arctic, and the need for Arctic development and the
necessary tools to navigate in the new climate.
Mr. Arne O. Holm, editor-in-chief of High North News, facilitated
the Summit. Other speakers included Mr. Bjarní Benediktsson,
Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs of Iceland; Ms.
Ásdís Kristjánsdottír, Director Economic Division of the
Confederation of Icelandic Enterprise; Mr. Tero Vauraste, the
Chair of the AEC; Hon. Paul Le Page, Governor of Maine, USA,
and Mr. Heidar Gudjonsson, AEC’s Vice Chair.
During the Summit, business representatives worked in
groups to discuss Arctic investments, protectionism and its
effects on the Arctic and global integration of value chains.
A report from the Arctic Business Summit was presented
during the plenary session at 2018 Arctic Circle Assembly
by Heidar Gudjonsson. For video, please see: https://vimeo.
com/297502327

Check out the video
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Message from the Director

The end of 2018 marked the end of the AEC’s first strategic
planning period. When the foundation of the AEC was created
in 2016, we set out working with a Strategic Plan based on
three pillars: Organizational, Stewardship, and Economic
Growth. The evaluation this Strategy shows that we have
worked actively to fill all of the sub-goals set on the Strategic
Plan. While much of the work is of long-term character, we
achieved many results within a relatively short period of
time. We have actively worked to promote cross-border
connections not just between the Arctic countries, but also
between Arctic and the global stakeholders. Our outreach
has helped make the AEC better known, which in turn helps
in increasing our significance as the voice of the pan-Arctic
business community.
In our new Strategic Plan, the global dimension of the AEC’s
work is set as one of the founding pillars of the strategy. This
is also evident in our work: in 2018, the AEC has been involved
in several activities not just in the eight Arctic countries, but
also in Japan, Korea, Germany, France, United Kingdom,
Belgium, and China. The Arctic continues to draw global
attention, and we are witnessing an increased interest in our
region also from the outside. Hence strengthening the ties
between the Arctic, indigenous and global businesses has
been a high priority through the entire Finnish businesses’ AEC
Chairmanship period.
As we have witnessed increased protective measures in
international trade, advocating for freedom of trade has been
high on the AEC’s agenda in 2018. The economies of most
Arctic nations are dependent on trade, and hence working for
an improved market access is at the core of our work. This is
also one of the overarching themes in our work.
Improved connectivity in the Arctic is another topic which
has been highly prioritized in our work in 2018. The Top of the

World Arctic Broadband Summit was organized for the third
time in 2018. Taking the third event to Sapporo, Hokkaido,
Japan moved the discussions on connectivity further, also
emphasizing that the Arctic is a region of commercial
opportunity. The AEC is grateful to the Nordic Council of
Ministers for the project support we received for the 2018 Top
of the World Arctic Broadband Summit.
Three new AEC Working Groups started their operations in
2018. These were Working Groups on Connectivity, Energy,
and Investments & Infrastructure. In addition to these new
Working Groups, the AEC also has active Working Groups
on Maritime Transportation and Responsible Resource
Development. It has been a pleasure to work with all our five
Working Groups throughout the year. Their contributions are
without a doubt one of the cornerstones in our work.
By serving as expert partners in two different projects, the
AEC has contributed to qualifying new knowledge on Arctic
business development. Both Arctic Business Analysis
(collaborative project between the AEC and Nordic Council
of Ministers) and the Analysis on Business Financing in the
Arctic (in collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Denmark) were launched in 2018.
The highlights of the year include the different AEC gatherings.
As our work is steered by the interest of the Arctic business
community, we always appreciate the opportunity to meet
and discuss with our members. On behalf of the Secretariat,
I would like to thank all AEC members, Working Group Chairs
and partners for the excellent collaboration.
Collaboration with different partners has been instrumental
in securing successful operations also in 2018. On behalf
of the AEC, I would like to thank the Government of Finland
and the Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs for supporting our
operations. .

Anu Fredrikson
Director, Arctic Economic Council Secretariat
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2018 in Numbers

Working
Groups:

5

Investments & Infrastructure

Number of
Outreach
events

70
More than

Energy
Responsible Resource
Development
Connectivity

Maritime Transportation

AECS
employees:

AECS
intern:

2

Outreach has taken place
in all Arctic countries and
also in Japan, Korea,
Germany, France, UK,
Belgium and China

New
members:

5
1

AEC
events

7
Tweets
330
2520
Followers

MoU
with
the
UArctic
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